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CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Kristine L. Svinicki, of Virginia, to
be a Member of the Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission for the term of five years expiring
June 30, 2022.

Mitch McConnell, Orrin G. Hatch, John
Hoeven, John Cornyn, John Barrasso,
John Boozman, Mike Rounds, Thom
Tillis, Chuck Grassley, John Thune,
Mike Crapo, Bill Cassidy, James M.
Inhofe, Thad Cochran, Steve Daines,
Tom Cotton, Roger F. Wicker.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Kristine L. Svinicki, of Virginia, to
be a Member of the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, shall be brought to a
close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant bill clerk called the
roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator
is necessarily absent: the Senator from
Tennessee (Mr. ALEXANDER).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Tennessee (Mr. ALEX-
ANDER) would have voted ‘“‘yea.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 89,
nays 10, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 153 Ex.]

YEAS—89

Baldwin Feinstein Moran
Barrasso Fischer Murkowski
Bennet Flake Murphy
Blumenthal Franken Murray
Blunt Gardner Nelson
Boozman Graham Paul
Brown Grassley Perdue
Burr Hassan Peters
ganjcgvell ga'tch h Portman

apito einric:
Cardin Heitkamp gie: th
Carper Hirono

Roberts

Casey Hoeven
Cassidy Inhofe Roupds
Cochran Isakson Rubio
Collins Johnson Sasse
Coons Kaine Schatz
Corker Kennedy Schumer
Cornyn King Scott
Cotton Klobuchar Shaheen
Crapo Lankford Shelby
Cruz Leahy Stabenow
Daines Lee Strange
Donnelly Manchin Sullivan
Duckworth McCain Tester
Durbin McCaskill Thune
Enzi McConnell Tillis
Ernst Menendez Toomey
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Udall Warner Wicker
Van Hollen Whitehouse Young
NAYS—10

Booker Heller Warren
Cortez Masto Markey Wyden
Gillibrand Merkley

Harris Sanders

NOT VOTING—1
Alexander

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 89, the nays are 10.
The motion is agreed to.

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Kristine L.
Svinicki, of Virginia, to be a Member
of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission
for the term of five years expiring June
30, 2022.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oklahoma.

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak as in
morning business for as much time as I
may consume.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

NORTH KOREA

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, as we
begin the markup—that is what we are
going to be starting on right away. We
have already had an initial meeting
with the Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee on the National Defense Au-
thorization Act. I want to express my
deep concern over the continued ma-
lign behavior by the overtly hostile na-
tion of North Korea.

I often talk to people, and they shake
their heads in disbelief about a country
that is run by a mentally deranged in-
dividual who is rapidly developing the
capability of hitting the mainland
United States with a missile. I think it
is important that we immediately get
to our Defense authorization bill, so we
can start addressing this and many
other problems that we have.

It is important to us in the Senate to
communicate to the American people
the incredibly grave situation we are
facing right now in North Korea. The
Kim Jong Un regime has expressed a
desire to destroy the United States of
America. Normally that wouldn’t be a
concern because he wouldn’t have the
credibility, but right now we are seeing
progress being made in their tech-
nology and their ability to actually hit
major areas.

In April, North Korea’s official news-
paper relayed the threat of a preemp-
tive strike to ‘‘completely and imme-
diately wipe out not only U.S. impe-
rialists’ invasion forces in South Korea
and its surrounding areas but the U.S.
mainland and reduce them to ashes.”

That is a threat—a threat that has
come directly from the leader of North
Korea. This is the most recent in a
long line of threats by that individual.

In addition, North Korean leaders
constantly threaten our friends and al-
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lies in South Korea and Japan. These
threats are not just hollow words any
longer. North Korea’s capabilities are
rapidly improving to meet their long-
stated intent.

We thought that Kim Jong II was
bad, but in 6 years, his son Kim Jong
Un has conducted as many as 75 bal-
listic missile tests. In comparison, over
a 17-year period, his father conducted
about 30. In other words, he has done
over twice as many in a fraction of the
time.

Additionally, Kim Jong Un has sped
up North Korea’s nuclear program
since taking power in 2011. North Ko-
rea’s nuclear technology is advancing
at an alarming rate. For example, the
bomb North Korea tested in its most
recent test last September was 10 times
more powerful than what the regime
could have produced in 2006—10 times
more.

At the same time, North Korea has
actively worked on miniaturizing nu-
clear weapons so that they can deliver
by way of a ballistic missile. Earlier
this year, analysts detected activity at
a North Korean nuclear test site, indi-
cating another nuclear test may be im-
minent.

Intelligence and military experts
have repeatedly argued that it is pru-
dent to assume that North Korea has
successfully miniaturized their nuclear
weapons. That means the only tech-
nology they need to conduct a nuclear
strike on the U.S. mainland—that is
us; that is right here—would be a func-
tional intercontinental ballistic mis-
sile, or ICBM.

In January, Kim Jong Un said North
Korea is in the ‘‘final stage in prepara-
tions.”

Let’s make sure we understand what
we are talking about. We know that
their capability is getting very close to
it, and they have already said that
they would send something over to the
mainland United States.

Unfortunately, when you talk to peo-
ple in the real world, they can’t believe
this could be true—that one guy who is
mentally deranged could be heading up
a country that has the capability of
blowing up an American city. Yet we
know this is going on right now.

Recently, in the Armed Services
Committee—and I was in attendance at
that time—the Defense Intelligence
Agency Director, Lt. Gen. Vincent
Stewart, told the Armed Services Com-
mittee: “If left on its current trajec-
tory the [North Korean] regime will ul-
timately succeed in fielding a nuclear-
armed missile capable of threatening
the United States homeland.”

That is a direct quote by the guy who
knows more about this than anybody
else. Lieutenant General Stewart added
that ‘‘the North Korean regime is com-
mitted and is on a pathway where this
capability is inevitable.”

I will say that again. Our intelligence
experts assessed that, unchecked,
North Korea will inevitably achieve
the capability to strike the U.S. home-
land with a nuclear missile.
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